Overview
The purpose of this assignment is for you to practice writing the Method Section of an empirical study in proper formatting and tone and to provide an initial sample of your writing.  For this assignment, you will write up a description of the Method that was used to conduct the mini-experiment on Music and Memory that you performed at the very beginning of the course (see Activity: Mini-Experiment and Activity: Music Survey for a review of these activities). 
Recall that you were asked the type of music that you liked, then you were asked to study a set of words while listening to a song in the background.  There actually were two groups in the mini-experiment.  You were either in the classical music group or in the rock music group.  Everything else was exactly the same.  In the Activity: Music Survey, you were asked to write down this procedure in as much detail as possible, so that you could go back and remember what you did to help you write this paper. 
The different sections of an empirical research article are:
1. Title Page (properly formatted title page)
2. Abstract (a very brief summary of the whole article)
3. Introduction (an overview of the relevant literature, a justification for conducting the study, ending with a hypothesis/prediction)
4. Method (information about participants, materials, measures, and step-by-step procedures performed to gather data)
5. Results (statistical analysis of the data gathered)
6. Discussion (interpretation of results, limitations of study, and proposed future research)
7. References (alphabetical list of all references consulted in APA format)
This paper represents #1 and #4 from the list above
1). First, you will create a Cover Page in APA format. There are several ways to do this.  The 6th edition of the APA Manual looks like the example below.  This is just an example, you will not write exactly what is on this paper.  You will write the information that pertains to the Mini-Experiment and your own name and school. Possible titles would be Music and Memory, Mozart and Memory, etc.
You may also choose to use the new 7th edition of the APA Manual.  The 7th edition has two versions of a Title Page which include a professional title page and a student title page.  I don't have a preference as long as it looks like one of these three. The following website contains samples of the professional and student version of the title page for the new 7th edition.

Title Page in APA format 7th edition (Links to an external site.)

2). Now, starting on on the second page, you will summarize the method using the subsections headings (Method, Participants, Materials, Design and Procedure, and Measures) in proper APA format.  There is no minimum or maximum page requirement, however, you must fully describe the method used and do your best to follow the APA format described in your course resources.  This will give you about a 2 to 3 page paper, not including the title page. You can use the samples in your textbook (pg. 525-526) or in your APA manual 6th edition (pg. 44-46) or in your APA manual 7th edition (53-54).  You should also go back to the research studies you have already read, and re-read the method section for each one so you can get a good feel for the writing technique.

Below is also a link to an APA sample paper. This sample shows a very well-described Method section.  You need to scroll down through the paper to find the method section.

APA Sample #1
The following represents how your paper should be organized and divided:

Method

 Participants (1-2 paragraphs):

This section describes the type of participants in the study, the number of participants, demographic characteristics, the manner they were recruited, and why they were selected to participate. To help you write your paper, I have a file showing data collected from this Mini Experiment over multiple semesters. Use this data to write your paper.  It contains columns for Subject ID, Age, Gender, Ethnicity, Major, Experimental Group, Top Music Preference and Music Score. Only describe the participant characteristics, not the results on the top music preference or music score.  This data file should help you write your Method section. Please note, the two files contain the same information, the document format is different so just choose one:

Music and Memory Cumulative Class Data (Excel format)  Download Music and Memory Cumulative Class Data (Excel format)OR 
Music and Memory Cumulative Class Date (PDF format) Download Music and Memory Cumulative Class Date (PDF format)
Describe the participants:  Provide basic descriptive data about the participants (average age, percent of each gender, percent of each ethnicity, percent of each major in school, percent of each year in school etc). When describing participants, give an average for ages. For example, add up all the ages of all the participants (19 + 20+23 = 62), then divide that total by the number of participants (62/3 participants = 20.67 average age).  Or provide a percentage breakdown of ethnicities.  For example if 3/10 were Caucasian, 3/10 were African American, 3/10 were Hispanic, 1/10 were Asian American, then the percentage breakdown would be 30% Caucasian, 30% African American, 30% Hispanic and 10% Asian American.
Describe the participants' background: Where were the participants from? (elementary, college, middle-age adults, high school students? What region of the country or the world?). Be specific with location but not so specific that others could potentially identify what class and what semester they attended.
Describe how participants were recruited: Give a regional area of a country not a specific school and class. What were the reasons for selecting these participants? Provide a justification as to why it was acceptable to use this pool of participants for this study.
Design (1 paragraph)

Describe the overall design? Hint: This was an experimental design. Participants were randomly selected to one of two music conditions -classical, rock.  Because this is an experiment, it cannot be a correlation, a case study, etc.  There was one independent variable (type of music) with two groups (classical and rock music) and one dependent variable (# words recalled--memory).
 Measures (1 paragraph):

Describe the tests or instruments used to collect data.  Follow APA sample and use similar form, tone, wording.
Describe both types of music played: genre, specific piece, length of time, etc.
Describe the test used to measure memory. What type of words, how many, give an example.
Procedure

Paragraph 2-4: Describe the step-by-step process performed with the participants? The point here is that someone else is able to replicate your study. Remember that in the Activity: Music Survey, you described the study immediately after participating in it. 
Separate into 3 sub-sections/paragraphs
What was the first activity that participants completed? Describe the activity. What was the next activity? Describe. Then talk about the two different groups and describe how the participants were assigned to separate groups? Describe the groups.
Describe the step-by-step procedures that the classical music group performed.
Describe the step-by-step procedures that the rock music group performed.
Some additional tips:
There are many different ways to write a method section.  Over the years teaching this class, I have gathered information about where students tend to struggle most when writing this section. Here are some of the challenges that students encounter when writing a method section.  Please note these when writing your paper:

Write in third person (they, them)-- not first (we, us, me) or second (you, yours).
Use past tense when describing an experiment/study that already took place. In this case, this one already took place, so write in past tense.
Do not include conclusions or research results or limitations in this section.  That will be for a future sections (results, discussion). Do not include any opinions not based on facts from the experiment. Review writing guidelines from Lesson 3 such as Chapter 13 of your text or Chapter 3 from your APA manual 6th edition or Chapter 4 from your APA manual 7th edition.
Don't assume the reader of your paper was present for the experiment.
Don't try to teach the reader research methods.  Assume the reader is familiar with general research principles.
I know this is a lot to remember, but it's really important that you understand these principles.  If you have any questions about this writing assignment, be sure to contact me right away to schedule a virtual meeting.

Important Submission Directions: Your assignment is due via Canvas drop box before 11:55 pm on the due date. Please upload your attachment as a Word file (.doc, .docx) or as a PDF file (.pdf).  Other formats cannot be graded. If you upload an incorrect document format, I will ask for a corrected format but you will receive a point deduction because it will be considered late.  Be sure to submit correct document formats.

To help you remember the experiment, review the Music Survey you completed the during the first week of class along with the Mini-Experiment.  Also, to help you write this section, here are the two songs played in the Music and Memory mini-experiment.  Half of the class listened to one background musical piece and the other half listened to the other musical piece with the same instructions you received.  Your final paper will probably be no more than 2-3 pages in addition to the Title Page.

Grading

I will be using the grading rubric below to grade your writing assignment. Please follow the excellent part of the rubric below

This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeTitle Page in APA format.
	2 pts
Excellent
All elements of Title Page are present including Page Number, Title, Name, School Name, proper spacing, formatting and capitalization.
	1.75 pts
Above Average
Up to one incorrect element of Title Page. Minor formatting or capitalization errors.
	1.5 pts
Average
Up to two incorrect elements in the Title Page. Formatting or capitalization errors.
	1.25 pts
Below Average
More than two incorrect or missing elements in the Title Page. Major formatting and capitalization errors.


2 pts
This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeParticipants: Description of the type of participants in the study, the number of participants, demographic characteristics, the manner they were recruited, and why they were selected to participate. Used proper APA format and grammar.
	5 pts
Excellent
All elements in section properly reported and explained. Proper formatting and grammar.
	4.5 pts
Above Average
Up to one missing or incorrect element of participant section, minor formatting or grammar errors.
	3.75 pts
Average
Up to two missing or incorrect elements of participant section, formatting or grammar errors.
	3.25 pts
Below Average
More than two missing or incorrect elements of participant section, major formatting or grammar error.


5 pts
This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeDesign : Description of the overall design, type of study, identification of independent and dependent variables.
	3.5 pts
Excellent
All description of the design, type of study, identification of independent and dependent variables accurate. Proper formatting and grammar.
	3.25 pts
Above Average
Up to one missing or incorrect description of the design, type of study, identification of variables, or minor formatting or grammar errors.
	2.75 pts
Average
Up to two missing or incorrect descriptions of the design, type of study, identification variables, or several formatting or grammar errors.
	2.25 pts
Below Average
More than two missing or incorrect descriptions of the design, type of study, identification of variables, or major formatting or grammar errors.


3.5 pts
This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeMeasures: Describe the tests or instruments to collect data. Describe music played, tests to measure memory. Gave proper detail and examples. Used proper APA format and grammar.
	3.5 pts
Excellent
Correct, detailed description of tests or instruments used to collect data. Accurate and thorough description of types of music played, tests to measure memory. Proper detail and examples. Proper APA format and grammar.
	3.25 pts
Above Average
Up to one incorrect element in the description of tests or instruments used to collect data. Minor errors in describing types of music played, tests to measure memory. Included detail and examples. Minor APA formatting error or minor grammar errors.
	2.75 pts
Average
Up to two incorrect elements in the description of tests or instruments used to collect data. Errors in describing types of music played, tests to measure memory. May not have enough detail or examples. APA formatting error or minor grammar errors.
	2.25 pts
Below Average
More than two incorrect elements in the description of tests or instruments used to collect data. Major errors in describing types of music played, tests to measure memory. May have not included detail or examples. Major APA formatting error or major grammar errors.


3.5 pts
This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeProcedure: Description of step-by-step process performed in study including detailed description of each activity. Used proper APA format and grammar.
	6 pts
Excellent
Correct, detailed description of step-by-step process performed in study and proper formatting and grammar.
	5.5 pts
Above Average
Up to one missing or incorrect description of the step-by-step process performed in study, incomplete or out of order, minor formatting or grammar errors.
	4.5 pts
Average
Up to two missing or incorrect descriptions of the step-by-step process performed in study, incomplete or out of order, formatting or grammar errors.
	4 pts
Below Average
More than two missing or incorrect descriptions of step-by-step process performed in study, incomplete or out of order, or several formatting or grammar errors.


6 pts
Total Points: 20

